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BELLA VISTA CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES— JUNE 27, 2022

CALL to Order by Mayor Peter Christie at 6: 30PM

Pledge of Allegiance recited by those present

City Clerk Wayne Jertson called the Roll of Council; Council members Bourke, Wilms, Wozniak, Flynn
and Snow were present. Council member Fowler was ill. Quorum is achieved.

Mayor Christie explained how the Ordinance' s that most are here concerning work. He explained that

there are normally 3 readings for an Ordinance. There is a process involved to allow input from all

concerned parties and to reach clear understanding on the issue in question. Unfortunately the author

of the Ordinance in question is ill and unable to attend this evening. He has requested that the

Ordinance' s first reading be tabled until July. Mayor Christie stated that each person who has signed up

to speak has 3 minutes to make their comments. By rule this period is limited to 30 minutes, however
council can change that if it so desires. Council Member Bourke then made a motion to extend the time

allowed to allow all to have their 3 minutes. Seconded by Wilms. All 5 members voted to approve.

Citizen Input: A total of 28 people spoke about the topic of Short- Term Rentals. In addition there were 8

people who deferred until a future time to speak to this subject.

Larry Kelley, 12506 Coller Ln, Bentonville is a Real Estate Developer who feels that this Ordinance is not

needed. Most of the issues covered can be handled with existing rules. This need a lot of study. Work

like to see a work group put together.

Bill Williamson, 4 Fulford Circle, BV. He is an out of town invester who lived here for a long time. Go

deep and look carefully, Believes that STR' s are some of the best maintained properties in BV.

Bryce Cole, 38 Swanage, Invested in a lake home for retirement and using as a STIR until he' s ready to

retire. He believes it is a solution looking for a problem.. Septic problem is overstated. Suggests studying
for at least a year

Julia Denniston, 9 Applecross Place. Does not think there is a problem.

Enrique Ramos, 3 Huntly Lane, He takes very good care of our properties. Monitors noise, does not want

problems at his properties. The fee is very high and is not acceptable. Examine carefully and take the

time to fully understand the issue.

Damon Wallace, 51 Purfleet Dr, spoke about the tax revenue generated by STR' s. Creates a positive cash

inflow for the city.

Michelle Chicco, 51 Purfleet Dr. spoke about property rights and feels this Ord goes against property

rights. Property use is not compromised by having STIR in your home. If these rules are adopted it

amounts to a partial condemnation of property rights. She left copies of the Supreme Court Ruling for
the Council.

Marge Blackwell, 49 Walter Dr. She lives in the Metfield Court Area and thought they were in a 55 and

older community. STR' s have3 created some very bad side effects in their neighborhood. They have had
as many as 15 cars parked in their area causing lots of issues for the residents. Trash issues that are
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causing many problems. Poor management is very evident. Noise is a real problem. She is concerned

that STR' s are devaluing her property. She is against STR' s.

Peggy Lucas, 23 Dewsbury, feels that 20 percent of the STR owners are causing 80 percent of the
problems.

Brad Pope, 4 Hillcrest Ln, Bentonville, Feels that septic is the biggest issue. Feels that education is very

much needed as to how to handle septic.

Maria Pope, 4 Hillcrest Ln, Bentonville, Have 2 properties in BV and take very good care of our

properties. Feels that a registry of STR' s in Bella Vista would be very beneficial. She feels that this
Ordinance shows a lack of understanding of STR' s. Septic is rated for water usage per day rather than

people. She has up to 14 people in her property with less water usage that the system is rated for,
suggests a relook at the Ordinance and is willing to help if asked.

Richard Heffron, 67 Rath Dr. Has 8 properties in BV, 3 are STR' s, 1 long term rental and undeveloped

lots. STR' s are growing in BV because of demand. Ordinance proposed is onerous and is more restrictive

than necessary.

Vangie Heffron, 67 Rath Dr. She is a Host of their properties. She makes sure that the quests are quiet

and considerate of neighbors. She stated that her guests love BV and shop and eat local. She suggested

the Ordinance should include education for owners.

Staci Lamb, 16582 Birch Lane, Rogers. STR owner who feels that the regulations proposed are not

appropriate. Do more research before enacting any restrictions? Successful STR' s benefit BV.

Linda Lloyd, 102 Fairway, BV. She applauds the STR owners present who take good care of their
properties. The problem is the owners who are not here and do not care about the neighbors. She urges

good operators to help the city put together a good Ordinance.

Thomas Thompson, 3 Cawdor LN been here 16 years. A 3 bedroom house near him is being advertised

as sleeping up to 19 people. No way can the septic handle that. Group had 13 cars, another group had
people urinating in the yard.

Lindsay White, 1 Taw Lane, she works for several people who have STR' s. She agrees that a local point of
contact is important. Town Houses have many septic issues.

Kevin Foss, 30 Carroll Drive, BV Owens 17 lots and 2 houses. BV is ideal for STR' s because of the

recreation available here. He questions if other home business are being subject to these same rules.

Such as Dog breeders.

Jessie Keller, 6 Daventry Ln, BV, stated that she was at the work session and said it was clear that the
council has no idea how an STR works. She suggested that everyone treat themselves to a staycation

and break a house rule and see what happens. She feels that this Ordinance violates her rights as a

property owner.

Wynn Peterson, 17 Folkingham LN, Bella Vista is a unique place. Rentals have been a big part of the area

since the beginning. STR owners have a vested interest in making sure the rules are there and enforced.
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Jessica Green, 5 Rogan Circle, She has several properties and is a Super Host. Council should educate

themselves as to how Air B& Bs work.

Nathaniel Green, 5 Rogan Circle, Feels that there are rules in place that can handle all the issues that

have been discussed.

Jill Wilks, 43 Cargill DR. concerned about rental time limits. Has people who stay for longer periods of

time, such as visiting nurses, Walmart people, people who want longer terms but want furnished homes.

Terry McConnell, 85 Farfore Dr. Commended the council on the Ordinance as written. They have had a
lot of problems with STR' s in their neighborhood. Encourage the council to move forward on this.

Grace Chan, 28 Brittany LN, Having problems in their neighborhood with noise and parking.

James Schlankey, 23 Narborough Ln, Drunken behavior, bad language, noise. STR owners should be
fined for the bad behavior of their guests. Bringing the wrong type of people to BV.

Bill Rogers, 42 Lavender Circle Dr, Bentonville. Enforce the rules that are in place and take care of the

bad apples who do not follow the rules. Apply the rules to everyone equally.

Lori Frank, 8 Idebury Ln, She and her spouse have STR' s the use VRBO as well as AirBnB. Waiting for the
payoff to begin. Maintain their properties and have strict rules. This Ordinance will hurt them financially.

After the original list of people who had signed up had finished there were two people who arrived late
and had not signed up asked to speak. A motion to allow them their 3 minutes was made by Wilms,

seconded by Snow. All voted to approve.

Logan Humphrey, 2119 W. Loren, Fayetteville stated that he is a Manager of Short- term rentals all

around NWA. He is also involved in a STR Alliance to represent owners of STR' s. He would be happy to

work with Bella Vista on this issue.

Jeremy Rose, 8 Lassview Lane, BV. He believes that regulation is needed to make sure that Bella Vista
stays the way it is and does not become a place where people don' t know their neighbors. He stated

that all transient lodging in AR must have fire suppression in their property. He is concerned that if
regulation is not in place the community is going to change greatly and not in a good way.

Council Reply: Steve Bourke thanked everyone who spoke and stated that he is very proud of the people

who came and expressed their concerns on the issue of STR' s. They were very cordial and professional in

their comments.

John Flynn then spoke about the issue, he thanked Steve for explaining the FOIA law and how it restricts

the interaction of council members. He mentioned how much revenue is generated by STR' s. He stated

that this issue will require a lot of careful study and thought to produce the right regulations. He feels

that the permit should be$ 50 and good for 3 years.

Jerry Snow stated that the Town House Ass' n is responsible for many of the issues that they have and
they need to take care of those issues themselves. He stated that he is going to suggest a delay of at
least 90 days on the Ordinance.
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Larry Wilms stated that the sales tax figure that was stated may be a little misleading in the fact that
there are other properties that are a part of this revenue. He also mentioned some of the issues with

septic systems and the fact that much of Bella Vista does not have access to sanitary sewer.

Jim Wozniak stated that we will get this right one way or the other and thanked everyone for coming

this evening.

At this point the Mayor explained to the public that the council would be moving into the rest of the

meeting. He again thanked everyone who had come and spoke about their concerns to the council.

A motion to approve the Minutes from the May 23, 2022 Regular meeting was made by Wozniak,

second by Flynn. All 5 voted aye.

Mayor Christie stated that the financial report through the end of May is very positive and the report is

available at City Hall and can be sent by email by contacting City Hall.

A Motion to suspend the rules and read all Ordinances and Resolutions on the agenda by title only was

made by Wilms, second by Flynn. Approved by roll call vote by all 5 council members.

OLD BUSINESS:

ORDINANCE NO- AMENDING SECTION 107- 317 ACCESS MANAGEMENT OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES

OF THE CITY OF BELLA VISTA TO PROVIDE CLARIFICATION REGARDING ACCESS DRIVE DISTANCE FROM

INTERSECTIONS, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.( 2"
d

Reading) There are some additional issues being
worked on for this Ordinance and staff has requested that this go to

3rd

reading in July. Senior Planner

Linn spoke about the fact that there is some need to look at some related issues and make sure they are

corrected at the same time.

R2022- RESOLUTION- RENAMING MOLD LANE TO MAC LANE. ( Tabled in May) There is still one property

owner that has not been heard from on this renaming so the Mayor asked that this be tabled until July. A

motion to table to the July meeting was made by Wilms, second by Wozniak. All voted to approve.

NEW BUSINESS:

ORDINANCE NO- AMENDING CHAPTER 109 ZONING OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF

BELLA VISTA TO DEFINE SHORT- TERM RENTALS, TO PROVIDE FOR INCLUSION OF SHORT- TERM RENTAL

USES WITHIN THE TABLE OF USES, TO DETERMINE A SHORT- TERM RENTAL USAGE AS OF RIGHT OR WITH

A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT WITHIN PARTICULAR ZONES, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. A discussion was

held concerning the best method to use to table these two Ordinances and bring them back after more
examination. Staff Attorney asked that they remain on the some schedule because of some common
language. Jerry Snow moved to table until the October meeting. This was seconded by John Flynn. Roll
call vote was unanimous to approve.

ORDINANCE NO- REGULATING SHORT- TERM RENTALS, TO PROVIDE FOR THE REQUIREMENT OF A

PERMIT TO OPERATE A SHORT- TERM RENTAL, TO PROVIDE A PROCESS FOR REVOCATION OF A SHORT-

TERM RENTAL PERMIT, TO PROVIDE SAFETY INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS FOR SHORT- TERM RENTALS,

TO PROVIDE OCCUPANCY LIMITS FOR SHORT- TERM RENTALS, PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS,
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AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. A motion was made by Mr. Wozniak to table to first reading in October,

second by Mr. Flynn. All voted to approve.

ORDINANCE NO- 2022- 07 AMENDING THE BELLA VISTA ZONING ORDINANCE AND MAP TO REZONE

PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN REZONING PETITION NO. 2022- 43672 ( COUNTY PARCEL NO. 16- 03464- 003)

FROM P- 1, CONSERVATION DISTRICT, TO C- 1, NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL. Staff is requesting third

and final reading. This is POA property in the parking lot near Riordan Hall. Mr. Flynn made a motion to

move to third and final reading. Seconded by Mr. Wilms. Vote was 5- 0 to approve. Mayor read the

Ordinance for the final time and a move to approve was made by Mr. Snow, second by Mr. Wilms. Vote
was unanimous to approve.

ORDINACE NO- 2022- 08 AMENDING CHAPTER 107 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF BELLA

VISTA TO ADDRESS GRADING PLAN REQUIREMENTS, GRADING AND EROSION CONTROL PERMITS AND

LAND ALTERATION REQUIREMENTS, DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. ( Staff

requests 3" and final with Emergency Clause) The Ordinance was read and Mr. Wilms made a comment

that this is long overdue. Mr. Snow made a motion to suspend the rules and move to third and final

reading, second by Wilms. Vote was unanimous to approve. Mayor Christie then read the Ordinance for
the final time and a motion to approve was made by Mr. Snow, second by Mr. Wozniak. Vote was

unanimous to approve. Motion to approve the Emergency Clause by Wozniak, second by Wilms. Vote
was unanimous to approve.

ORDINANCE NO- 2022- 09 WAIVING THE REQUIREMENTS OF FORMAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING AND

AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH SUPERIOR AUTOMOTIVE GROUP IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF

171, 412. 00 FOR THE PURCHASE OF FOUR ( 4) 2022 CHEVROLET TAHOE POLICE VEHICLES FOR USE BY

THE POLICE DEPARTMENT. ( Request 3" and final reading) Mayor Christie read the Ordinance and

reminded council about the fact that they can no longer get Charger Police vehicles. Chief Graves was

able to get 4 Tahoe' s and wants to obtain them now as they are available. It was moved by Snow,

seconded by Wozniak to move to third and final reading. Roll call vote was unanimous to approve.
Mayor read the Ordinance for the final time and Mr. Snow moved approval, second by Mr. Wozniak. Roll
call was unanimous to approve.

R2022- 33- RESOLUTION- AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH

L& M OFFICE FURNITURE, THROUGH A STATE PROCUREMENT CONTRACT, IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF

364, 356. 63, FOR THE PURCHASE OF FURNITURE FOR USE BY THE POLICE DEPARTMENT IN THE NEW

PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING. Mayor Christie explained that there was a need to have an amended

Resolution from what was shared in the meeting packet. There was an addition due to a fuel surcharge
added to the cost. This brought it up to one penny below the budgeted amount. Attorney Kelley stated
that since this was a bid through a state procurement contract he needed to make sure the added

amount was indeed in the state procurement contract. That was confirmed this morning so this is good

to go. Mr. Wilms made a motion to amend to the new Resolution. Seconded by Mr. Flynn. Approved

unanimously. Then a motion to approve the new Resolution was made by Mr. Snow, second by Mr.
Wozniak. Approved unanimously.

MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The next City Council Work Session will Monday July 18, 2022- at
5: 30PM at the Bella Vista Court Room.
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The next Regular meeting of the City Council, Monday July 25, 2022 at
6: 30 PM at the Bella Vista Court Room.

Planning Commission Work Session will be June 30, 2021 at 4: 30PM.
At the Bella Vista Court Room.

Planning Commission Regular Meeting will be July 11, 2022 at 4: 30PM.
At the Bella Vista Court Room.

Board of Construction Appeals will be July 12, 2022 if needed.

Mayor Christie reminded everyone that the Fireworks will be at Loch Lomond Dam on

Sunday July 3, 2022 at dark.

Meeting was adjourned at 8: 40PM

V

City Cie'   Way e J tson 6  "'       Mayor Peter Christie


